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Before the Federal Elections Commission

Inthe matter of:  MUR 6182

David Scott for Congress
Kwame Vidal, Campaignh Manager

Michael Wiliams, Attomey ted O
and MAY 2 0 2009
Andre Walker 1072
Georgla Poittics Unfiitered

georglaunfiltered.blogspot.com

David Knox alleges Andre Walker violated the Federal Election Campaign Act
(FECA) and other applicable Federal Election Commission (FEC) regulations by
publishing various news stories, commentary and editorials on the blog, "Georgia
Politics Unflitered.”

David Knox is an individual with a history of making misleading statements
designed to distract others from his own questionable electioneering activities.

On multiple occasions throughout the 2007 — 2008 election cycle, Mr. Knox and
his company, “DK intermedia,” received monetary compensation from the Honeycutt for
Congress campaign commitiee totaling in the amount of $775 (See Appendix A).

in additon, a 2008 report appearing in the Clayton News-Dally detalled an
expenditure in the amount of $1,385.75 billed to Andrew Honeycutt, the spouse of
congressional candidate Deborah Honeycutt, but said to be peid for by “Democrats for
Good Government,” the organization founded by Mr. Knox (See Appendix B).

When faced with scrutiny from local news media conceming his apparent
afflation with both the Honeycutt for Congress campaign commitise and the
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organization, “Democrats for Good Government,” Mr. Knox denied any connection with
the Honeycutt for Congress campaign committee despite well-documented evidence to
the contrary (See Appendix C).

1.

Specifically responding to the assertions of paragraph (1), Mr. Walker disputes the
claim that the web site, “Democrats for Good Government,” is an individual sponsored
web site developed for the purpose of informing the cltizens of Georgia Congressional
District 13 of the record of U.S. Representative David Scott.

Based on the wide-spread news stories conceming Mr. Knox's electioneering
activities along with FEC campaign finance reports flled by the Honeycutt for Congress
campaign commitiee, one can only conciude that Mr. Knox and his “Democrats for
Good Government” web site is the antithesis of “Individual sponsored.”

Even though Mr. Knox has continuously asseried that "Democrats for Good
Govemment is an independent entity, he still refuses to reveal how the funding for his
web sits and organization was obtained (See Appendix D).

Mr. Walker suggests that David Knox, “Democrats for Good Govermnment” and the
Honeycutt for Congress campaign commitiee may have themseives flouted federal
election law by not fully disclosing their commonality.

2

in answer to paragraph (2), Mr. Walker admits to owning and operating the blog,
“Georgia Politics Unfiltsred.”

The blog, “Georgia Politics Unfiltered,” was launched in 2005 as a vehicle for Mr.
Walker to further his interest in the political process at the federal, state and local levels.
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Since its inception, more than 3,000 bliog entries —covering a variety of topics
including but not limited to the 2008 United Statss presidential election, the 2008
Georgia gubematorial election and the legisiative sessions of the Georgia General
Assembly— appeared on “Georgia Politics Unfitered.”

“Georgla Politics Unfilterad” was frequently cited by traditional news agencies as a
reliable source for news stories, commentary and editorials surrounding the Georgia
political landscaps even being archived on the popular “LexisNexis" web site (See
Appendix E, F, G, H, ).

in further answer to paragraph (2), Mr. Walker states that his address is listed as
300 Pointer Court, College Park, Georgia 30349.

3.
Mr. Walker does not deny the allegations in paragraph (3).
4.

While Mr. Walker does not specifically deny any of the allegations in paragraph
(4), he seeks to clarify that the “intemet consulting® described by Mr. Knox was &
generic term used to describe a variety of work performed in relation to the
modemization of the David Scott for Congress campaign web site.

8.

in answer to paragraph (5), Mr. Wakker denies the allegations of Mr. Knox that the
blog entries appearing on “Georgia Politics Unfittered” were intendied to influence the
outcome of the election contest between Deborah Honeycuit and David Scott.
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The eightesn blog entries provided by Mr. Knox in Exhibit B of his complaint
included widely disseminated information about the two candidates vying for the elected
office of United States Represantative from the thirteenth district of Georgia.

Additionally, through his blog, "Georgia Politics Unfiltered,” Mr. Walker frequently
sought out Deborah Honeycutt, the Honeycutt for Congress campaign commitiee and
David Knox for comment on several of the news stories covering the 2008 general
election campaign in the thirteenth congressional district of Georgla.

in each case, Mr. Walker identified himself as a blogger for the web site, “Georgla
Politics Unfiitered.”

Deborah Honeycutt and her campaign commitiee responded to Mr. Walker and
"Georgia Politics Unfiltered” muitiple times, including a lengthy guest biog entry by the
spouse of Mrs. Honeycutt, Andrew Honeycutt (See Appendix J, K, L, M).

On July 6, 2008, Mr. Knox responded to an inquiry about his organization
*Democrats for Good Govemment” and its connection with the Honeycutt for Congress
campaign committee stating, “There is no record on the 2008 FEC report conceming
David Knox or DK Intarmedia and that is the truth,” (See Appendix N).

Mr. Knox confirmed on his own website, “votedavidscottout com,” that Mr. Walker
did indeed contact him regarding the assoclation between “Democrats for Good
Government” and the Honeycutt for Congress campaign committee (See Appendix O).

Mr. Walker states that if it was his intent to influence the outcome of the election,
then he wouid not have offered David Knox, Deborah Honeycutt or the Honeycutt for
Congress campaign commitise the opportunity to specifically respond to any of the blog
entries appearing on “Georgia Politics Unfitered” concerning the campaign of Mrs.
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Honeycutt, the organization “Democrats for Good Government’ and its affiliated web
site or David Knox.
6.

Mr. Walker states that while it may have besn more prudent to communicate to
the readers of the blog, “Georgia Poiitics Unfiltered,” the independent work done by him
on behalf of the David Scott for Congress campaign committee when posting biog
entries conceming the election for United States Representative from the thirteenth
district of Georgia, he was under no legal obligation to disciose any payments made to
him by the David Scoit for Congress campaign commitiee.

Mr. Walker further states that the blog, “Georgia Politics Unfiltered,” is exempt

from the laws cited by Mr. Knox as the web site qualifies for a media exsmption under
11 CFR 100.73 and 100.132.

T.

Mr. Walker states that the blog, “Georgla Politics Unfiitered,” qualifies for a media
exemption under 11 CFR 100.73, 100.94, 100.132 and 100.155.

Mr. Walkker further states that as the blog, “Georgia Politics Unfiltered,” qualified
for a media exsmption, he was not required to inciude the disclosures required by the
Federal Election Campaign Act on the blog, “Georgia Politics Unfittered.”

8.

Mr. Walker denies the allegations made by David Knox in the conclusion of his

complaint.
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9.
As Mr. Walker belleves the complaint by Mr. Knox is frivolous and wholly without
merit, he requests the Federal Elections Commission dismiss the complaint of David

Knox alleging a violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act and other applicable
Federal Election Commission (FEC) regulations.

Under the penalties of perjury, | declare that | have read the foregoing affidavit and
deciare that the facts stated in it are true.

STATE OF GEORGIA

counTyof __fayette.
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Scott flles FEC charges against Honeycutt's campaign

By JOEL HALL
Tha Clayton News Dally
Published on: 10/22/08

The campaign to re-slect U.S. Rep. David Scott (D-Ga) has what & belleves is evidence that his
Republican challenger, Deborah Honeycutt, falled o disciose the purchase of negative advertising tied to
the Democrats for Good Government, an unregistered poiitical committes based in Clayton County.

Honeycutt did not retum calls Wednesday, but her husband, Andrew, who also is her campaign
adminisirator did. mwhmmmmmummuﬁecmmmw
the Scott campaign is based on "unsubstantisied evidence

"Wa're not trying 0 hide anything,” said Andrew Honaycult. "It seems that he [Scotf] is protectad from
pecple looking info some of the thinga he has done. [Accusations of corruption are] not somaething we
created, but something he Is running from.

“"He Is just using the media to do a job campaigning that he can't do himseX."

On Tuesday, lawyers for the David Scoit for Congress campaign flled an official complaint with the
Federal Election Commission (FEC) against Honsycuit for what they believe 1o be "direct and serious
violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act."

in the complaint, the Scott campaign accuses the Honeycutt campaign of falling to disclose a $1,388.75
purchase of 25,000, double-aided, 3.5 inch by 8.5 inch "Corrupt” David Scolt fllers, said to peid for by
mm&umwmmmmwmwmm

Included in the compilaint is an Aug. 28, 2008 invoios from Bosion, Mase.-based 48HourPrint.com in
which Andrew Honeycutt, the husband of Deborah Honeycutt, was billed the full $1,388.76 for the fllers.
The involce provided to the Clayion News Dailly listed the biind shipping address as 2328 Nicole Drive in
Hampton, a former address of Knox. The fllers themselves were shipped o "David Knox, 118 North
Avenus, Sulte A, In Jonesboro.”

Michael Andel, spokesperson for the Scott campaign, said the purchase Is a direct viclation of FEC rules
because the Honeycuit campaign falled fo communicats the purchase in Iis Oclober quarterly disciosure
form. He belisves the fllers are an atiempt by Honeyoutt “to hoodwink the volers into thinking thet she's a

Andel said the Scott campaign recently received the invoice from an unnamed source. The Clayton News
Dally independently verified the invoice number with 48HourPrint.com and confirmed that the fiier
purchase wes biled 1o 180 Deer Forest Trall, Fayetteville, Ga. The Fayette County Clerk of Superior
Couwt confirmed that the address belongs to Andrew Honeycutt and D. Ann Travis, Deborsh Honeycutl's
maiden name.

"1 have not seen a copy of this invoice,” Honeycutt said.

"Money has been biowing in that direction,” said Andel. "if you are a candidale and you work with a
certain party, then you have fo discioss that. These laws came out of Walergate. We can’ even go 1o
Staples without having to disciose thet, because thet is when corruption happens ... when money just
fiows and they have no idea whare & is coming from.”

On Tuesday, Knox admitied to previously renting property at 2328 Nicole Drive in Hamplon. He also
admitted to pulting out Scott attack advertisaments, as well as the anii-Scolt Web sile,
waww.votsoutdavidscott. com, but deniss having any invoivement with Honeycull’'s campaign.
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1 am not connectad to this, | didn't pay them for k, and they dikint pay me for It,” sald Knox. " have
contacted the FEC and they have saki that | have the right to publish whatever | want as a private citizen.
MﬁMIMMMIWMuWuIMWHNMM

"David Soott Is a corrupt politician and that is another reason that | am running ageinst him as a
Democrat,” said Knox.

in June, Honeycuit toki the Clayton News Daily that "myssif, my campaign staff and my workers have
nothing to do with Democrats for Good Government.”

However, a disciosure report flad on July 5 for the July 18 primary show two May 7 purchases - one for
$278 and one for $200 — made to DK Intermadia, a Web design company owned by Knox.

Andel bolleves Honeycult neads fo "come claan” about any ties her campaign has to Knox and
Democrals for Good Government.

"Our foks are rumning into some votars in Clayton County and they have said that they dont even know
that she is a Republican,” said Andel. "It's an atiempit to say that these Democrals don't lke David Scott.
[The filers are] really targeted towards African-American neighborhoods, which | think is very cynical.

mmwmmmmmmummdmuummm:m
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Rep. Scott clears some debts

By BEN SMITH
The Atisnta Jounal-Constitution
Published on: 08/25/08

David Scolt has begun his re-election campaign to the U.5. House by puiting his financial house in order.

The Atienta Democrat, whom critics sxcoriated iast year for faling far behind on his taxes and for using
campaign contributions to pay family members, has paid off all his personal local and stste tax lens,
according o court records. Scott aleo says he and his wife, Aliredia are "on track” 10 pay off 2 $163,918
foderal tax flen againet the advertising company they founded.

The Scotis said they cleared their debts, in part, by selling stocks and repeying loans the
made to his campaign. David Scoit's personal financial disciosure, released last week, shows he
collected between $22,008 and $158,000 from siock saies in 2007.

According to campaign finance records, Scolt hasnt usad polilical donations to pay his wife's company or
family members for campaign work since May 2007, when Politico.com, a Washington blog, posted an
article reising questions about Scoit's finances.

itis notitlegal for congressional candidales to hire family members for their campaigns ss fong the
relatives are providing a service at a marketable price.

Scoit's money troubles have smerged as a campaign issue for the three-ierm U.S. House member, who
faces the same two candidates who challenged him in 2008. They are former state Sen. Donzella James
{D-College Park) and Republican Deborah Honeycuit.

in 2008, Scolt trounced Honeycutt by camrying nearly seven of every 10 voles cast in the November
gensral alection. Scott beat James by more than 2 fo 1 in the July Democratic primary.

in recent weeks, fiers aitacking Scott for his tsx problems and his use of campaign contributions have
sppaared on mafiboxes around the congressman’s subirban meftro Atlanta district.

"Representative Scotf's records indicate he cares more about his wealth and comfort than about
education, employment and heaith neads of the citizens of Clayton, Cobb, DelKalb, Douglas, Henry snd
south Fulion countiss,” the fller stetes.

The 13th district is comprised of portions of those six counties.

Scott he's a victim of a “personal smear” campaign by GOP operatives recycied and
%mmmmmud&m&mﬂmmm‘

“The same people who have fashioned this attack against me are the same peopis who fashioned aitacks
on [Democrat U.8. Rep.] John Murthe and [U.S. House Speaker] Nancy Pelosl,” ssid Scoit.

The fler was producad by a group called Democrats for Good Government. David Knox, @ Web
developer who worked for Honsyoutt's 2008 GOP campaign, heads the group. Both Knax and Honeycutt
say Knox is not working for the Republican candidate's 2008 campaign.

Knox sald his anti-Scoit campaign is an independent effort, though he added that he has supplied filers
for James campaign volunteers to distribule. James said that's news to her.
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" did not put them out," said James. "However | dont have a problem with them being put out because
peopie shouid be informed before they vote.”

Last Ssptember, a Washington-based sthics watchdog group called Cilizens for Responsbiity and Ethics
in Washingion inciuded Scoit on ite st of "25 most comupt” members of Congress. The group bassd Its
ranking on news accounts of Scotts financial troubles.

The group also called on the U.S. Justice Department to investigata the Atlanta congresaman.

Scolt sald nelther the Justice Department nor any other investigative agency has contacted him or any of
his staff members since CREW called for the probe.

"A lot of these alisgations are poilical, and they have exaggeraied some very difficukt financial situations,”
sald Scott. “We fest viciimized 1o a certain degree. ... They've taken theas financial stuations and blown
them up in a way to suggest that I'm a bad person.”

Fulton County records show 18 local, state and faderal tax llens, totaling $167,718, wers filed againat
Scott and his wife's company, The Dayn-Mark Co., betwesn 1908 and 2007. Court records show Scoftt
peid off all $10,012 the coupie owad in overdua personal property taxas on May 20, 2007, six days after
publication of the Politico.com atory.

Deyn-Mark, however, has not paid off & $153,918 tax lien flled by the IRS against the company in
December 2008, records show.

The Scotts founded Dayn-Mark in the iste 1970s, according to Michasl Andel, Scolt’s chisf of staff. They
named the business after their two daughiers, Dayna Vidal and Marcye Scott, who are both employses of
the company. David Scoit stepped down as the company’s president and chief exscutive officer before
his 2002 siaction to Congress. Alfredia Scoit ls the company’s current CEO, Vidal s chief financial officer

awmuwm.mbmmmmwma

Faderal election iaw freais assels owned by incumbent congresapersons and their spouses, from which
both derive income, as shared assels that must be disciosed. Scotl's iatest discicsure lists the company’s
net worth at between $1 million and $5 milion.

Mﬂﬁﬂﬂhwfuﬂdlﬂsum“muw“hﬂaﬂammnnhd
on

in November 2007, she sald she obtained a letter from the IRS, a copy of which she gave 1o The Atianta
Joumal-Constitution, that set the company's tax debt at $57,015.

Alfredia Scoit aiso gave the newspaper coples of credit card receipts and bank stalements showing that,
since December, Dayn-Mark has made seven payments totaling $45,000 to the IRS.

IRS officials deciined to comment on the Scolts' finances.

While she acknowledged thet Dayn-Mark had fallen behind in paying the IRS, Alfredia Scott said the llen
was much larger then the company actuslly owed because she hed used the wrong tpeyer
identificalion number when paying Dayn-Mark's taxes. The len showe that the company falled 10 pay
federal taxss betwesn 2003 and 2006.

Likowise, she sald her husband's campaign disciosures also give an inflsied impression of how much
Dayn-Mark profited from her husband's political campaigns.
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Records show that betwesn 2002, when Scott was first elected to Congress, and 2007, the Allanta

congressman disbursed roughly $500,000 in reimbursements and compensation for Dayn-Mark and
family members for campaign-related work.

Alfredia Scoit said only a fraction of the campaign doliars given 1o Dayn-Mark actually went to the
compeny. The lion's share was spent on newspaper, radio and billboard advertising for the
congressman's campaign, she sald.

MMﬂMﬂﬂbmﬂmhﬂmmhMthme
work on their campeigns, he siopped the praciice.

‘We don't even want to have the appearance of having done anything wrong,” Scott said.
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Ga.'s Scott Says Opponent Funds Smear Campaign

By Ben Evans
The Associated Press
Published on: 10/22/08

Democratic Rep. David Scott of Atianta fiad a federal compisint Tussday accusing his Republican
opponent of sacretly funding an underground smear campaign that painis Scolt as corrupt.

The compiaint against Deborah Honeycutt invoives thousands of flers and a Web sile calling on volers to
throw Scott out of office.

Scott’s campaign released an invoice from a Boston printing company showing that Honeycut's husband,

Andrew, paid for 26,000 filers In August and had them deliverad to the head of a group called Democrats
For Good Government.

Scoft says the invoics proves that the Honeycutt campaeign is concealing the expenses in &s Federal
Election Commission reports and using Democrats for Good Government as an llegal front group to
misiead voters in the heavily Democratic district.

Honeycull’s husband, Andrew, who heads her campaign, called it a "bogus complaint” but sald the
Honeycutts neaded more time to review & before fully responding.

"The campaign needs to be very careful about how we answer a complaint which is based upon an
sliegad invoice that we havan't sesn and an invoice that we nsed to take a close look atto see If it's an
honest invoice or a fraudulent invoice,” he sald in an interview.

Asked if the Honeycutts have financially backed Democrats For Good Government, he declined to
answer directly and sald, "to our knowledge, that's a ssparate organization ™

David Knox, who formed Democrats For Good Government and has worked for Honeycull's campeign as
an internet consultant, denied recelving any filers paid for by the Honeycutts and saki his group has never
received financial backing from them or the campaign.

" don't know anything about the invoice,” he said. “As far as 'm concemnaed the invoice must be bogus.”

He sald Democrats For Good Government - whose Web site address and litersture misspells government
as "goverment” - is an independent organtzation. He declined 1o say whers it gets its money.

Under campaign finance law, independent groups advocating for or against a specific candidate must
register with the FEC and report thelr funding sources If they spend more than $250. Democrats For
Good Government has not registered, and Knox said he didn't think he was required to.

Scolt’'s compisint eccuses Knox and the Honsycutts of numerous FEC violations, srguing that they "have
sngaged in a conspiracy to misisad the votars of the 13th Congressional District of Georgia by suggesting
that tha Democratic Party opposes the candidacy of David Scolt.”

mmbmWMMdewhmhmmmemww
sctivities,” mmmmmmbuymumm
the printing involce. "The Honeycult campaign needs to come clean with voters.

An FEC spokesman sald the agency does not comment on pending compiaints.
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Honeycut, & from F , G, Scott two foaing with about 31
dhpmhym aystisvile, Ga., challenged years ago, loaing

Her campaigns have gamersed more atiention for prolific fundraising than anything else. Using a national
direci-malling campaign, she has ralsed more than $4 million this cycie, apending aimost all of & on
aﬂh““hﬂﬁumm-m.mmmmm
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THE SITUATION ROOM

Pat Robeitson Changes Gears; Bush Speaks o Miltary Famiies; BRAC Accepis Most of Peniagon Lisl;
Suicide Bomber Was Previously Prevented from Entering U.S.; More Armstrong Allsgetions

Alred August 24, 2006 - 17:00ET

THIS IS A RUSH TRANSCRIPT. THIS COPY MAY NOT BE IN ITS FINAL FORM AND MAY BE
UPDATED.

WOLF BLITZER, CNN ANCHOR: Here in THE SITUATION ROOM, wa're plugged info aimost everything
that's happening oniine. Bloggers around the counity are reacting to the military base closings.

Our intemnet reporters, Jacki Schechner and Abbi Tation standing by with the situation online. What's
going on, guys?

JACKI SCHECHNER, BLOG REPORTER: Woll, it's a really good opportunity to check in with what
pecple are saying in the communilies themaeives thet are being sffected by these closings.

First, to Georgia, where Fort Glllem and Fort McPherson set to be ciosed. This is a progressive group
blog, blogfordemocracy.org, disappointment. “So much for all those red stals perks,” they say.

i's more than disappoiniment, oulrage, Georgia Politics Unfifiered. "How couid they?" Not so0 much over
Fort Glilem, but specifically Fort McPherson, talking about how this is the home to the 3rd Army, one that
Patton commanded at one point. it has a very great history, especially during World War it. "How could
they? This s just plsin wong.”

Over to New Jersey. "Who do our representatives represent?* — & would be Fort Monmouth that's going
to be closed there — taking about the tax retumn that Jersey gats from the federal govemnment. This Is
going to reduce that amount of money, in their eyss, now that that base set to be closed.

And finally wanted to check out Fort Monwoe in Virginia. That's the one set to be closed there. This is

commomwesalihwatch.blogspot.com. They feel very sorry for the peopie who are going o be affected, but
they say the problem Is, “Take a look st the big picture, $49 billion in savings over the next 20 years.”
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Georgla political bloggers eniiven the debate

By JILL YOUNG MILLER
The Atlanta Joumal-Constitution
Published on: 10/02/08

Jason Pye's cbesssion is politics. If he brings up the subject, though, his giririend ieaves the room.
So he found another outiet.
"I'm one person with a computsr,” he said. "My opinion counts.”

When Pye, 25, lan't tolling as a customer service rep at an insurance company, ha's welighing in on his
personal Web site, JasonPys.com. He siarted his Web log a ysar ago, before he was slected chalrman of
the state's Libartarian Party, "so | don't get ulcers.” Pye sald.

*I'm not the type of person who can keep quiet.”

Pye, of McDonough, is part of a small but talkative army of Georgians who selze on poiltical news,
gossip, innuendo and juicy morsels, from the govemnor's race 10 the most local of contests. in thelr blogs,
they spread information, trumpet their views and duel with others.

"Blogging Is sort of the modem-day version of the public square,” said Amy Morton, 46, a Macon
Democrat who blogs on mmvmnammmmmmuhm they're
polent forces, Morton sald. "You can get information out immediately, and thet's powerful.”

Sald Erick Erickson, 31, who runs the popular Republican-lsaning site Peach Pundit, "it allows people in a
uﬁ@#ﬂ#&@hmwﬂwhnﬂobuﬁmhhwm

Georglans by the dozens blog about poiitics, but I's hard to gauge thelr influence. A long list of their
blogs, spanning the spectrum, csn ba found on The Buzz Report, where Gwinneit County GOP aclivist
Buzz Brocicway, 40, sald he lkes to blog "sbout exciting stuff like tax policy." He and others would argue
that bloggers are angaged in something more than talking among themseives.

Democrat Andre Walker, 22, considers his biog, Georgla Politics Unfiltered, a handy supplement to
malnstream news. “if you want some conunentary on &, then that's what | try to do,” said the Georgla

mmummmmwmmmmummmmm

Soma biogs atiract more readers than others. On the high end, Peach Pundit averages about 1,200 visits
a day, according 10 its site summary.

David Kiine, co-author of the 2005 book "Blog! How the Newsst Media Revolution is Changing Politics,
Business and Culture,” sald the numbers aren't that important. “What's really important is that where you
900 political blogging you see influencers,” he said. “They're the most active politically, and they have an
impact. Maybe not as much as $10 milion TV advertising campaign, but they can mobiitze the activists.”

Certainly poiiticians and political reporters are paying attention fo the blogs.
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Word is that Gov. Sonny Perdue’s campaign staffers are barred from reading Peach Pundit at work, they

mmwmmmhm.mmmmmuanMum

Political blogs have svoived quickly.

"Blogs originally began as a political weapon for the two parties,” sald Mait Towery, CEO of
insiderAdvantage, an Atianta-based political poliing and slectronic media firm. They “were lobbing bullsts
or grenades at the other party, and some would get into fighting among themaeives.”

Eventually a “new level” of blogs emerged, with lots of dialogue about what peopie think about candidates
and issues, sald Towery, a former Republican state legisietor.

Stll, politicel blogs aren't for the faint of heart.

Bill Simon, 45, a Marletta Republican who blogs on his site, Political Vine, and others, dossn't hesitate to
go for the jugular.

"1 go after Republicans who | bellave are not hokiing the Republican standard,” Simon said. During the
primary, he lambasted former Christian Coalition leeder Raiph Reed, who was seeking the GOP

nomination for leutenant governor. Simon went so far as to call Reed "the greatest llar of our modern-dey
ora.”

With Reed out of the running, Simon now tums his ardor to other matters. "Once a weak or twics a week |
get really riled up and | post,” said Simon, who runs an advertising and sales promotion company when
he's not blogging. "Sometimes people think I'm off my rocker, sometimes people agree with me.”

Marty Rysll is campaign manager for Karen Handel, the GOP nomines for secrelary of stale, who was the
target of a nasty biog atiack. "The unforiunate part is that anyone can get on a blog and say whalever
they want, whether It's true or not," Ryall said. "Sometimes & can make & out into the mainstream, where
mass people are seesing it*

During a tough contest for the Republican nomination, Handel contended supporters of state Sen. Bl
Stephens wera behind a "whisper campaign” 1o faisely accuse her on blogs of being a lesblan.

Her husband, Steve, jumped into the fray on Peach Pundit.

"1 know In politics that you have o develop some thick skin for some of the attacks that happen during a
mpd!l.'hmmﬂthMbllbylemywhdemddl

With that, the offending comments stopped, Ryall sald.

Wi Hinton, 34, a commercial real estaie consultant who lives in Brookhaven, despairs about the cusrent
mdmmm.mmnhw.mmmumm
among Georgia bloggers when he blogged that he would run ageinst U.8. Rep. Cynthia MciGinney If no
one eise stepped up in the Democratic primary. Hank Johnson did, and won.)

" think both sides are equally guilty of trying to demonize their opponents instead of frying fo find

common ground,” Hinton said. So in September he lsunched the sits Good WHl Hinton. His goal: "To
foster disiogue and discussion betwasn peopie on both sides.”
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Not everyone's intentions are o pure. Erickson, at Peach Pundit, said paid political operatives sometimes
pose as ordinary cltizens and try to infillrate blogs. He fries to "expose them, block them or get them o
admit who they're working for" after ferreting them out by tracking their intemet addresses or o-malls.

Such cloak-and-dagger dramas occur more at the federal than state level, sald Erickson, who also biogs
for RedState.com.

Despite ocoasional nastiness, when it comes o polilical biogs the good outweighs the bad, Ryall sald. it
allows people 1o communicate with each other, and t's cartainly a good venue for candidetes to express
their opinions and supporters to express their opinions.”

Erickson, a pofitical consuitant and lawyer who lives in Macon, encourages differing opinions on Peach
Pundit. For instance, Bobby Kahn, chalman of the Democratic Party of Georgia, Is a guest commentetor.
Mﬁbwmbamm *I'm not afraid to say a Republican has done

Sometimes, he said, readers who think he should toe the pearty ine get 80 worked up they tum to an old-
fashioned mode of communicstion.

They telephone him at home 0 complain,
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Democrats' Convention Pool: Is it All Wet?
Bioggers Say DNC List Lacks Racial Diversily

By JOSE ANTONIO VARGAS
The Washington Post
Published on: 05/27/08

Forget the row over RFK, the latest superdelegate tally or Saturday’s sure-to-be contentious meeling of
the Rules and Bylaws Committes.

With the Democratic National Convention less than three months away, and with Web pundits playing an
even bigger role during the four-day event, a whols other drama Is chewing up the blogosphere — and the
often unmentioned Afrosphere.

A small taste of the commantary:

"OK, folks, biack bloggers to the back of the bus." read one post on the African American Political Pundit,
ona of the more prominent national biack blogs. A poating on Georgia Politics Unfillered, a stete blog,
read: "Jim Crow raises his ugly head . . . ai the Democralic Convention.”

The protracied primary has been like a bottomiess giass to thirsty national and local bloggers — 80 much
to blog about! — and about 400 of them have appiied to aitend the convention. Although four years ago

thmmhamwmammmmMmmm

poois: a State Blogger Corps and a General Blogger Pool.

The State Corps is considerad the more elite; its 55 bioggers will have floor aocess all four days, sit next
to their state delegations and be hooked up fo the intemnet. Those not chosen for the Stats Corps are
competing for spots in the General Pool, which will have rotaling floor access. The Stets Corps list wes
announced nearly two weeks ago; the General Pool list, DNC officials say, will be released this woek.

Natalie Wyeth, spoksswoman for the convention commities, says criteria for sslecting Stats Corps
bloggers were readership, online ratings and focus on local and state politica. The General Pool will aiso
be selected on the basia of readership and oniine ratings, she adds, with an emphasis on bloggers
covering "national politics to niche issues of interest to specific communities.”

Rsce was not a factor in the seiection of the State Corps, Wyeth repeatedly says.

But, to the frustration of biack bioggers, the list appears to be mastly white — during a primary race in
which black voters tumed out in droves in Georgia, South Carclina and Mississippl. And, they add, this
pool is for coverage of a convantion that might very well see the first African American presidential

in other words, this consiitutes convention drama and, rightly or wrongly, psople are geiting called out, e-
mails are being exchanged, accountsbiiity is being demandad. Francis L. Holiand, one of the vocal black
mmmummmmwwmuwuuum
Is nothing ‘Demacraiic’ about an ali-white Democratic National Convention fioor blogping corps,”
hmma“WbﬂMhthismm

L.N. Rock, a Siiver Spring-based information technology professional and founder of the African
American Poliltical Pundi blog, lkens this "biack shut-ouf® in the State Corps to an “I'm sick-and-tired-of-
being-sick-and-tired” Fennie Lou Hamer moment. The civil rights ectivist and Mississippian challenged
her state's all-white delegation at the 1964 Democratic convention.
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"This is all very puzziing 1o me -- and {0 a lot of biack bloggers,” says Rock, who didn't apply for the State
Corps bocause he blogs about national issues. “The Democratic Netional Commillise says it wants fo be
inclusive. it wants to have a big tent. And then this? What were they thinking?

its & complicated — and sensitive — lssue. For all ks openneas and accessibility, the Web can be a
sogregated, isolated piace. You read what you want to read, you link on whet you want to fink on. Take

gossip. There's PerazHiltion.com, the reigning king of celeb dish, but there's also TheYBF.com,
short for Young, Biack &Fabuious, one of the must-click-on black celeb siies.

In the growing political Waeb, many of the most populsr iberal biogs ~ save for DallyKos, created by
Markos "Koa" Mouitisas Ziniga, whose heritage s in part Latino — are run by white men, as was evident
st last yoar's YearlyKos blogapsiooza, the gathering of the who's who of the netroots crowd. if's not
because the blogosphere is racist, bloggers say, but because, at about five years old, it is stil evolving.

D. Yobachi Boswell, a black blogger in Nashvills, applied for the State Corpa pool but didn't make k. He
mMMMIMMhmemmMW He hadnt
heard of k before - "Our spheres of blogging don't coliide,” hulp - and he can't name another black-
operated blog in hia state besides his own, BlackPerspective.net

“This Is & historic moment,” Boawell says. "Everyone wants a part of it."
He's waiting to see if he gets into the Ganeral Pool.
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Bloggers flex muscies in Denver

By FRANK JAMES
The Chicago Tribune
Published on: 08/27/08

DENVER - The Mile-High City Is tesming with bloggers covering the Democratic National Convention,
nmmmmuummmmmmmum

The polilical bioggers are here because this week Denver is the center of the Democratic Party's political
universe. They're here because the national parties know bloggers represent an important new channel
for communicating their messages and thus have significantly boosted their outreach to thees citizen

They're hers because a natroots power like Dallyi<os has joined internet powers ks Google and Digg
and local organizations iike ProgressNow and the Allance for a Sustainsble Colorado to bankroll work
and discussion spacas In a downiown office buliding that this week is calisd the Big Tent a fow blocks
from the Pepal Cender. its sort of a blogger convention within the larger Democralic convention.

8o highly regarded are the poiltical bloggers this year that political and media big shots as well as rank-

and-file old media/new media hybrids ke myseif are making the pligrimage to the blogger lounges at the
Big Tent and the Pepsi Center to see what's on their minds.

On Tuesday, Sen. Ken Salazar of Colorado, in his signature cowboy hat, was doing interviews. Not long
afier he loft, CBS News anchor Katie Couric appesred and waded into the crowded biogger workspacs 10
see what they wers up too. Even Desth Cab for Cutie stopped by.

And what are these bloggers up 107 The answers to that are as varied as the bloggers themselives. Some
are out to expose the ail (oo cozy relstionships between lswmakers and lobbylels. Others are here
because of thelr interests in state and local politics. Stlll others are searching for a movement that seems

‘This year, the Damocratic National Commitise credentialed nearly 100 national political blogs and 55
state biogs, with the state bloggers for the first fime given floor access 30 they can sit with their state’s

WWMMWW«RUMMMMMM‘“*

Many of the bloggers were given the same access to DNC press conferences &3 reporiers for corporate

Among them was Jane Hamshar, of the well-known progressive biog Firedogiake.
When the convention weak was barely underway, Hamsher was out doing ambush interviews of gussts

enlaring a party thrown by AT&T for the congressional Biue Dogs, House Democrats who represent
conservalive districis and, as a result, are fusther 1o right than most of their fallow House Democrats.

Hamaher saw & ink batween the AT&T party and the Blus Dogs support for immunity for telecom as past
dhmﬂymﬂ“bhwmm
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She held the video camera while Glenn Greenwaid of Salon asked the partygoers who they were and ¥
they knew who was throwing the party all as the citizen journalists were being confronied by police who
wanted them to move along. (The video is up on her site.)

"We asked 25 psople and not one of them knew who was throwing the party,” she sald not belleving for &
second that there was that much ignorancs afoot in Dentver. "That was ane of the more inferesting things
we've done, asking what's the relationship between the party and lobbyists7* Hameher said. She says

that kind of guerilia jounaliem ls what makes bloggers a welcome addition fo American democracy. They

don't went fo be with ke 80 “1 don't need fo takk to
donts chunmy .“pollﬂu many professional journalists.

But of course, if Emanuel or any other politician wants to tell them things, that's OK too. "The Obama
campaign Is friendly. They know we often drive the madia talkking points,” said Nate Siiver of the
Fivethirtyeight.com blog.

Over at the Pepal Center's blogger's lounge, Andre Walker, a 24-yeer-old blogger from Georgia, wes @
WNMMMhmmmbwhmmmma

Trouble was, he loat his election. His Georgia Politics Unfiitered blog became his ticket in when the DNC
awerded him a credential. A Hilary Clinton supporter (Cbama didn't have snough experience to sult him)
Waker pianned on chronicling the Georgla delegation at the convention.

"A coupie of peopie | talked to in the Georgia delegation sald even ¥ Hillary releasss her delegates, they

stil plan to vote for her on the first baliot, * saki Walker who offered Obama a warning. "Obama neads to

;mm:amm)mmmmmuummbmum.
.m L]

Knowing Georgia as he does (he's the first blogger In Georgla history o get floor priviieges 10 the state
senate fioor) Wallker wonders about the 30 campaign offices Obama's tsam has opened in Georgia
including one in Farsyth County.

Not a single slectad official Is a Democrat. "Somebody in that office sald they didn't think they could win
the county, they just want to get as many votes across the state as possible. if (Obama) gets 48 percent
nbompmmmuuam-mmummmun percent John
Keiry won .

Daniel DiRRo from Denver wes also setting up shop at the Pepel Center’s blogger’s lounge when | struck
up a conversation. He had one of the more ambitious biogging goals. He intended to ive stream the
convention on his sits www.thoughttheater.com.

Formarly in commarcial real estale, DiRlio is a sssker. He sold his home, spant four months traveling the
worid to scratch a long-tima itch, then rekumed to blog full-ime. DiRlio wasn't a pariisan during the
primaries. “Truthfully, | could've besn happy with elther Barack or Hillary," he said.

He has seen the tensions epiltting the Demoacratic Party this year within his own famlly. “My mother hung
up on my sister because she canvassed for Barack. She was a staunch Hitlary supporter.”

DiRlito has besn muling over tha change message that defines the Obama campaign and the Damocralic
offort this year.
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There neads to be a hunger for change before it can happen but he hasn't sensed in Denver such a
hunger among them could be transformed into a movement. it's not there among the bioggers and other
progressives he's encountered at the Pepsi Center or at the Big Tent panel discussions.

"1 sse the same divisivensss” amang bloggers that he saw in his family. " something dosan't go the way
a lot of bioggers think & should go, the first thing they'll say Is Tm 80 over this slection...’ | don't think
change comes without compromise”™ and he sees too iitle of that, as reflactad by the dissension In
Mw!lemh'Audm.ommm'mm'ﬂmhnmtnmwm
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Guest Blogger: Andrew Honeycutt, Congressional Candidate Spouse

By ANDREW HONEYCUTT
For Georgia Polltics Unfillered
Published on: 08/11/08

As an African American | am 90 disappointed with the Party of Lincoln that would [diseniranchise] Biack
delegates. The second highest number African American delegates we've ever had was in 1982 [107
dolegates and we fekt the Republican Party was teking off. &tmﬂnmm.ﬂmuh
denying it's the Party of Lincoin. They're acting more like the Party of Thomas

Thomas Jefferson cresied a black family and a white family. He ignored and denied the black family. The
Republican Party was created to free the siaves but now they ignore and deny that we exist. They make
deals with Democrats to make sure that a coirupt Democrat steys in power in the 13th

District. They won't support arguably the most quaiified Republican challenger in the state, Deborah

it's not personal, it's not partisan; t's about power. it's personal to me right now. I'm spesking as a

it alowing e o g AHfcan Amarioan o frts leadensiy o ek dedl sgaret e Dlsck
community to maintain thelr political clout and cache. They'd rather enjoy political power then serve the
people. They know David Scoit Is corrupt. They're his cohorts in an array of contempiible weys. The
media ain't going to upset the Andrew Young's, the Rev. Joe Lowery's, and the John Lewis’.

The [redistricting] deal is that most Georgia districts can be Republican, but Democrats can have Hank
Johnson's district, John Lewis's district and you can have David Scott's district. Thoss are safe Democrat

districts; Republicans have made a deal to not even campaign or compete in thoss Congressional
districts. That's wrong.

it's an insidious back-room deal by the reigning political power struciure that says R's alright for
Mmuwumwmmcwmmmmm
W#mmummhmumummmt

GOPAC chairman Michael Stesle and one other Biack man from Texas were the anly African Americans
who spoke at the conveniion. This is the Party of Lincoin that had no true bisck representation. The rank
and flls Republicans are really good peopis. They want fo see sverybody have an opportunily. it is the
Georgia Republican leadership; &t Is the national Republican lsadership. Their biggest feer Is if they get

behind a biack candidate ke Deborah [Honeycutt] X might bring out the biack vote and that will help the
Democrats.

I'm not going to skt idly by and let the Republican Party ignore us and st the Democratic Party pimp us.
K's been happening for years. What | am ashamed of is John Lowis and Andy Young, who used to be
champions for the underciass, and now they've gotten so fat as Democratic leaders they think Democrats
sre mare powerful then God.

1 don't care what they say. They have no record to stand on in Georgia. All they have is their own self-
interest. They havent done anything since the 1960's. They're in bed with the same Demaocrats who beat
them over the head and hosed them; the same psople who pimped them then and are pimping them nowl

Andrew Honeycult Is mevied to Republioan congressional cendidele Daborah Honeyculf and is also an
“sxacutive” on his wife'’s campaign.
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Deborah Honeycutt Accuses David Scott Of Being Missing In Action

By ANDRE WALKER
Georgla Politics Unfitered
Published on: 09/16/08

13th district Republican Deborsh Honeycutt has gone on the attack accusing her November opponent,
U.8. Congreseman David Scott (D - Georgia), of being a flawed and inept leader.

“When the volers in the 13th Congressional District needed {Congressman]Scoit, he was missing in
action,” Honeycutt said.

went on (o say that Scott had falled © use his influence as a member of Congress to assist
Mhhmmmwﬂm a new report from the Clayton News Daily
seems to contradict Honeycuit's claims.

U.S. Congressman David Scott (D-Ga.) is pleading with college admisalons counselors everywhers fo
wmmmmm&mmmmm

“Let me ba clear: The loss of accrediiation was not due to curricular deficiancies within the achool sysiam,
but by the actions of members of the Clayton County Board of Education over the past several years,”
Scolt wrole in an op-ad piece appearing in the American Association of Collegiate Regisirars and
Admissions Officisis newslelter. "Plagued by ethics viclstions, micromanagement and squabbiing, the
mbm“mmdmmmmmmuwdhmm
famiies they represanted as slected officials.” [Source: Clayion News Dally, “College admission
problems aheed for Clayton pupils,” Seplember 19, 2008]

Unfortunately for Clayton County students, Florida's eleven public colleges and universities won't admit
students who graduated from an unaccredited school system {Source: Atlanta Joumnal Conatitution, "11
Florida universiies won't take Clayton County grads,” Septamber 19, 2008}

, contrary fo what Deborsh Honeyeutt may belleve, Clayton County’s Congressman, David Scolt, is

mmmmwm&mmmmmmummmm
Clayton achool sysism to bs able fo atiend the college of their cholce.
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Deborah Honeycutt Deflects Criticisms Of Her Campaign’s Finances

By ANDRE WALKER
Georgia Polllics Unfiltered
Published on: 10/21008

Meet Deborah Honeycutt. :

She's a physician. She's a conservative Republican. And she's running for Congress in the
13th district.

Yesterday, Deborah Honeycutt participated In a debate sponsored by the Atanta Press Club
where she spent a considerable amount of ime answering questions concerning her
campaign's finances and fundralsing tactics.

1 am so happy I have gotten support from all over the country,” Honeycutt replied to a
query about her campaign's contributors. "It would be hard to raise money of that amount
within the [13th]district.”

According to FEC reports flied September 30th, the Honeycutt campaign raised 4,373,410
mostly from contributors outside of the district. However, the campaign also spent
$4,075,991 leaving It with $317,285 in the bank and $299,383 worth of debt.

Honeycutt has been criticized in the past for raising large amounts of campaign cash, yet
having littie to show for it in the form of a legiimata electioneering machine [Source:
Georgla Politics Unfiitered, "Deborah Honeycutt: Over $1.7 Million Raised & Still Nothing To
Show For It,” July 1, 2008]. Andrew Honeycutt, the candidate's spouse and a consultant on

the campaign, responded by saying $1.2 million had been spent on television spots airing
on Comcast cable and local ABC affiliate WSB-TV.

Despite the Honeycutt campaign's assertions to the contrary, Clark Atianta University
pollﬂa:l sdenmmfmor William Boone sald Deborah Honeycutt's candidacy didn't seem to
be well organized.

"It doesnt come dlose to looking like a $4.3 million campaign,” Boone said, [Source:

m Jsgumal Constitution, "Non-incumbent raises $4.3 miilion for her campaign,” October
’
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wgummwmmomnmammaymmmn

By ANDRE WALKER
Georgia Politics Unfliterad
Published on:  10/30/08

Republican Deborah Honeycutt, who is challenging Democratic Congressman David Scolt in Georgia's
13th district, calied the recent negetive ads against her lles and criticized the media for not reporiing on
the alisged ethical misgivings of the three-term Democratic incumbent.

"They [the Scolt campaign] are in panic, desperation mods,” Honaycult said of the negaiive ads againat
h&%@immhmenﬂbMwahm 30 they have o

Responding to a new radio ad by David Scott suggesting thet Honeycutt dossnt want to be around black
people, campaign manager Michael Murphy added that Honeycutt was a member of the NAACP.

Honeycutt continued to deflect questions on the recently filed FEC compiaint flled by the Scott campeign
wmmmwmmmmmwmmnﬁmu

“1 haven't recsived any notification of a complaint,” Honeycult said. "All | know is the

wmmulmmmmhumumumlmmmuap
forward from there.”

Honeycutt went on to criticize the media for not reporting more on the allegations of corruption by
Congressman Scoll.

“There seems to be very litie media atiention on Mr. Scott and the things thet other people have asked

about him and his record,” Honeycutt sald. "I'd iike to see you [the media] deive into those and print some
articies about those things.”
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"Democrats for Good Government™ Leader Gets Money From Republiican
Candidate

DK intermadia, who sts Honeycuit's 2008 campaign website in s portfolio, was paid a total of $625 by
Honeycutt for Congress according o June 30th FEC reports flad by the campaign [Source: Federal
Elections Commission, Honeycuit for Congress itemized Disbursements, June 28, 2008].

David Knox, the owner of DK intermedia, toid the Atlanta Joumal Constitution in a June 26th article that
hmndmtum Honeycult campaign; a claim that was comoborated by the Honeycutt

“David Knox, a Web developer who worked for Honeycult's 2008 GOP campaign, heads the group
[Democrats for Good Government]. Both Knox and Honeycutt say Knox is not working for the Republican
u'mm] 2008 campeign,” [Source: Atlanta Joumnal Constitution, "Rep. Scott clears some debts,* June

In an email response 10 questions concemning his involvement with the Honeycutt campaign, David Knox
disputad the June 30th FEC reports and continued to deny working for the Honeycuit campaign.

“There is no record on the 2008 FEC report conceming David Knox or DK Intermedia and thet is the
truth,” Knox wrote.
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Vote Out David Scott.com
Andre Walker Scott Consultant! For
Reall

Andre Walker internst consultart and phifel hag been mischisveusly acting 28 the brass mouth pisce for David Scett (ncusbent, GA
u!-)h&::h e-llhﬁh Wﬂlm- by David Scott. Anire hes a histery

snd Deborsh Henayeutt (twe women he has also called

E:&-hh h“h h-_“:-'ﬁ*,ﬂ_mh h%ﬂz—l_pz
T s W oo T o i Wi b i o o s o

. that Andre Walker is only esvering the 13th Distrie Seanuse It the of intarest for Duvid Scstt his
— “h'a“mumﬁubxnmm-nnﬁ:-p-hmuu

bﬁm&:&bﬂch 1&1-&*&“““--—-‘_-&

1 called the AJC and askad thets % rum a story shout Sepater Duvid Soett hiding behind the skirt of his Internst

Avems” condidate. h‘!b'l
‘mmﬂhhr hi;rhu ﬂh 1 thay ase in bed tagether or net, but Walker

Neo Discialmer Nacessary- We only wark for the govermuent pad-time (susssives the real of the tima)
Syonssved by Demaceaie for Gand Gesvrament!

Page 1 of1




